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between the door into the royal chamber and that into the council-room, so that the ladies and gentlemen who had a right to sit there were close to where the King and the Queens must pass. The courtiers were certain to see Catherine ; for her maids of honor, in mourning, like the rest of the Court, came up from her rooms conducted by the Countess Fieschi, and took their place on the side next the council-room, facing those of the young Queen, who, led by the Duchesse de Guise, took the opposite angle next the royal bedchamber.
Between the courtiers and these young ladies, all belonging to the first families in the kingdom, a space was kept of some few paces, which none but the greatest nobles were permitted to cross. The Countess Fieschi and the Duchesse ide Guise were allowed by right of office to be seated in the midst of their noble charges, who all remained standing.
One of the first to mingle with these dangerous bevies was the Due d'Orleans, the King's brother, who came down from his rooms above, attended by his tutor, M. de Cypierre. This young Prince, who was destined to reign before the end of the year, under the name of Charles IX., at the age of ten was excessively shy. The Due d'Anjou and the Due d'Alencon, his two brothers, and the infant Princess Marguerite, who became the wife of Henri IV., were still too young to appear at Court, and remained in their mother's apartments. The Due d'Orleans, richly dressed in the fashion of the time, in silk trunk hose, a doublet of cloth of gold, brocaded with flowers in black, and a short cloak of embroidered velvet, all black, for he was still in mourning for the late King his father, bowed to the two elder ladies, and joined the group of his mother's maids of honor. Strongly disliking the Guisards (the adherents of the Guises), he replied coldly to the Duchess's greeting, and went to lean his elbow on the back of the Countess Fieschi's tall chair.
His tutor, M. de Cypierre, one of the finest characters of that age, stood behind him as a shield. Amyot, in a simple abbe's gown, also attended the Prince; he was his instructor